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Forest engineering
 “Logging engineer who is 
also a forester” 
(McCullough 1958)
 “One who applies 
engineering principles in 
the solution of forestry 
problems” (Brown 1977)
www.calaisalumni.org
Forest engineering
 “While many economic 
and environmental 
problems in forestry have 
social or biological 
solutions, many others 
can be solved by 
engineering design and 
analysis” (Brown 1977)
Kevin Boston
Development of FE education
 Existed for nearly 100 years
 Before 1969 only two schools had FE programs
 Rapid development of FE programs in the 1970’s 
and early 1980’s
 Programs have a mix of administrative homes
 Many more schools than those with named FE 
programs conduct research and educate in this 
area
Enrollment trends in FE
 Past surveys include:
 Brown , G. 1977 Forest engineering education - where 
the action is. Journal of Forestry. 75(2):74-76
 Brock, R. 1990. Forest engineering education in the 
1990’s. ASAE Paper No. 90-7548
 McNeel, J., B. Stokes, and R. Brinker. 1999. Graduate 
programs in forest engineering and forest operations: 
working towards extinction. International Journal of 
Forest Engineering. 10(2):7-16
Methods
 Build on past surveys to determine the current 
status of FE education
 Expanded past studies to also include forest 
operations
 More engineering than FM, less than FE
 Not eligible for PE licensing
 Contacted FE/FO program chairs in N. America
 Web-based survey with phone follow-up
Preliminary Results
 Survey sent to 23 programs
 Response rate 83%
 6 programs no longer have a named degree or 
option in FE/FO
 Follow-up is on-going
University 1977 1990 1999 2009
Future Enrollment 
Goals
Auburn X X X Increase
British Columbia X ? X
Clemson X
Florida X
Georgia X X Maintain
Humboldt state X Maintain
Idaho X X X Maintain
Laval X X ?
Louisiana Tech X
Lousisiana State X
Maine X X X X ?
Minnesota X
Mississippi State X X X
Montana X Increase
NC State X X X
New Brunswick X X X X Increase
Oregon State X X X X ?
Paul Smith's X ?
Purdue X ? X
SUNY X X X Ending
Syracuse X
Texas A&M X
UC Davis X X X
Virginia Tech X X X X Increase
Washington X X X
West Virginia X ? X X Increase
Total 13 12 20 13
Accreditation organizations
SAF* 9
SWST 2
ABET* 3
* and Canadian equivalent organizations
Total number of graduates
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Discussion
 Focus on traditional engineering is disappearing
 Seeing more FO options within FM degrees
 Need for trained students will not go away
 FE/FO graduates are highly sought-after
 Trend of aging faculty continues
Thank you
